Name _____________________________________
Hour _________
Boston 1770: Riot or Massacre?

Directions: On the night of March 5, 1770, several Boston residents were shot and killed by British soldiers in what became known as the Boston Massacre. What follows are several images and first-hand accounts from eyewitness to and participants in the event. 
[image: C:\Users\megan.vangorder\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2014-09-04 16.14.41.png]Primary source #1: Report of the Committee of the Town of Boston
1. What is the perspective of the Committee of the Town of Boston? How do you know?


2. What words used by the Committee make a strong argument against the British?


[bookmark: _GoBack]Would the Boson committee label the events as a riot or massacre? Circle your choice below:
	Riot
	Massacre


Explain your reasoning in a complete sentence: _________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Primary source #2: Testimony from Bostonian William Tant
[image: C:\Users\megan.vangorder\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2014-09-04 16.17.57.png]
1. What is the perspective of William Tant? How do you know?



2. According to the source, what did the crowd do that may have frightened the soldiers into thinking they might be attacked by the people in the street? 






Would William Tant label the events as a riot or massacre? Circle your choice below:
	Riot
	Massacre


Explain your reasoning in a complete sentence: _________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: C:\Users\megan.vangorder\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2014-09-04 16.20.54.png]Primary source #3: Testimony from [British] Captain Thomas Preston

1. What is the perspective of Captain Thomas Preston? How do you know?






Would Captain Preston label the events as a riot or massacre? Circle your choice below:
	Riot
	Massacre


Explain your reasoning in a complete sentence: _________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: C:\Users\megan.vangorder\Dropbox\Screenshots\Screenshot 2014-09-04 16.22.59.png]Primary Source #4: An excerpt from Diary and Autobiography of John Adams

1. What is the perspective of John Adams? How do you know?



2. Is John Adams proud of his role as defense attorney for Captain Preston and the other British soldiers? What words or sentences from this quotation support that? 



Would John Adams label the events as a riot or massacre? Circle your choice below:
	Riot
	Massacre


Explain your reasoning in a complete sentence: _________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: The bloody massacre perpetrated in King Street Boston on March 5th 1770 by a party of the 29th Regt.]Primary Source #5: Paul Revere’s engraving, “The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in King-Street…”


1. What is the perspective of Paul Revere? How do you know?




2. Compare the behavior and actions of the British soldiers and the colonists according to the engraving. What is each group doing according to Paul Revere?
	Colonists
	British Soldiers

	





	



Would Paul Revere label the events as a riot or massacre? Circle your choice below:
	Riot
	Massacre


Explain your reasoning in a complete sentence: _________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Primary source #4: Continuing with Captain Preston’s recollection of this event (provides : =
an entirely different perspective on the events of March 5, 1770)
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They [the mob] advanced to the points of the bayonets, struck some of them and even the
muzzles [the front of the muskets] of the pieces, and seemed to be endeavoring to close with
the soldiers . . . some well behaved persons asked me if the guns were charged [loaded] and I
replied yes . . . they then asked if I intended to order the men to fire. I answered no. by no
means. observing to them that I was advanced before the muzzles of the men’s pieces [he was
standing in front of their guns] and must fall a sacrifice if they fired: and my giving the word
fire under those circumstances would prove me to be no officer. While I was thus speaking.
one of the soldiers have received a severe blow with a stick. stepped a little on one side and

-
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. instantly fired. on which turning and asking why he fired without orders. I was struck with a

Select File

» Send Files
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club on my arm. which for some time deprived me of the use of it. which blow had it been
placed on my head. most probably would have destroyed me.

On this a general attack was made on the men [Redcoats] by a great number of heavy
clubs and snowballs being thrown . . . by which all our lives were in imminent [immediate]
danger . . . Instantly three or four soldiers fired. one after another. and directly after three more
in the same confusion and hurry. The mob ran away. except three unhappy men who instantly
expired . . . On my asking the soldiers why they fired without orders. they said they heard the
word fire and supposed it came from me. This might be the case as many of the mob called out
fire. fire. but I assured the men that I gave no such order.

Is this yet another perspective?
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I have Reason to remember that fatal Night. The Part I took in Defense of Captn. Preston
and the Soldiers. procured me Anxiety, and Obloquy enough. It was, however. one of the most
gallant. generous. manly and disinterested Actions of my whole Life. and one of the best
Pieces of Service I ever rendered my Country. Judgment of Death against those Soldiers would
have been as foul a Stain upon this Country as the Executions of the Quakers or Witches,
anciently. As the Evidence was, the Verdict of the Jury was exactly right.

This however. is no Reason why the Town should not call the Action of that Night a
Massacre. nor is it any Argument in favour of the Governor or Minister. who caused them to be
sent here. But it is the strongest Proofs of the Danger of Standing Armies.
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Here we have a difficult, but very important, primary source. ..
1. Is John Adams proud of his role as defense attorney for Captain Preston and the other British
soldiers? What words or sentences from this quotation support that?

2. John Adams still believed that the term “massacre™ was appropriate. Even though he was the
defense attorney. what is his reason for making such a statement?
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Name: Date:
Multiple Perspectives: Primary Source Activity

Directions: On the night of March 5, 1770, several Boston residents were shot and killed by
British soldiers in what became known as the Boston Massacre. What follows are several images
and first-hand accounts from eyewitness to and participants in the event. Following cach primary
source are questions to help you examine and interpret the information.

Primary source #1: Report of the Committee of the Town of Boston (patriot viewpoint)

On Friday, the 2d instant, a quarrel arose between some soldiers of the 20% and the rope-
‘makers journeymen and apprentices. which was carried o that length, as to become dangerous
to the lives of cach party. many of them being much wounded. This contentious disposition
continued until the Monday evening following, [March 5] when a party of seven or eight
soldiers were detached from the main guard. under the command of Captain Preston, and by
his orders fired upon the inhabitants promiscuously in King Street. without the least warning of
their intention. and killed three on the spot: another has since died of his wounds. and others
are dangerously. some it is feared mortally, wounded. Captain Preston and his party are now in
jail. An inquiry is now making into this unhappy affair .. .

Sam Adams, John Hancock, and others.
Committee of the Town of Boston

Some things to consider:
1. What happened on March 2nd that may have angered Bostonians?
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Primary source #2: Testimony from Bostonian William Tant (providing a view much less =
one-sided view than the Committee’s)  Store Files
... Isaw a party of soldiers come from the main guard, and draw themselves up in a line from
the comer of the Customs-house to the sentry-box; the people still continued in the street,
crying “Fire, fire, and be dammned.” and hove [throw] some more snow balls; whereupon I
heard a musket go off. and in the space of two or three seconds, I heard the word “Fire” given,
but by whom I do not know, and instantly the soldiers fired one after another. I then stood
between the sentry-box and the Custom-house door. And further I know not.
Some other considerations:
1. Who gave the order to fire? Was it Captain Preston or someone in the patriot crowd?
2. What did the crowd do that may have frightened the soldiers into thinking they might be
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