Name _____________________________________
Hour __________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Henry Highland Garnet's "An Address to the Slaves of the United States of America" (1843)
Context: Henry Highland Garnet was an African-American abolitionist, an educator, and a minister who was born into and came out of slavery. He gave this controversial speech at the National Negro Convention in 1843. Ultimately, the speech was not endorsed by the convention by one vote.
Document: “Brethren, the time has come when you must act for yourselves. It is an old and true saying that, "if hereditary bondmen would be free, they must them-selves strike the blow." You can plead your own cause, and do the work of emancipation better than any others...Fellow men! Patient sufferers! behold your dearest rights crushed to the earth! See your sons murdered, and your wives, mothers and sisters doomed to prostitution. 
In the name of the merciful God, and by all that life is worth, let it no longer be a debatable question whether it is better to choose Liberty or death… Brethren, arise, arise! Strike for your lives and liberties. Now is the day and the hour. Let every slave throughout the land do this, and the days of slavery are numbered. You cannot be more oppressed than you have been – you cannot suffer greater cruelties than you have already. Rather die free-men than live to be slaves.
Remember that you are FOUR MILLIONS! ... You act as though your daughters were born to pamper the lusts of your masters and overseers. And worse than all, you tamely submit while your lords tear your wives from your embraces and defile them before your eyes. 
In the name of God, we ask, are you men?...Let your motto be resistance! resistance! RESISTANCE! No oppressed people have ever secured their liberty without resistance.”
Important Phrases: Which are the most important or powerful phrases in the speech? Choose three phrases.
Phrase 1: __________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Phrase 2:__________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Phrase 3:__________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________


Critical Thinking Questions: Examples from the text must be cited in answering these questions.
1. Who does Garnet say is responsible for freeing the slaves? 


2. What question does Garnet say should no longer be debated? 



3. Why does Garnet ask the question “..are you men?” 














William Wells Brown's "Lecture Delivered before the Female Anti-Slavery Society of Salem" (1847)
Context: William Wells Brown was born into slavery in Lexington, Kentucky and escaped from it to become on of the most published African American writers of his day. He became a prominent speaker, novelist, playwright and lecturer, speaking out against slavery. 
Document: “The Slave cannot speak for himself; he cannot speak for his wife, or his children. He is a thing. He is a piece of property in the hands of a master, as much as is the horse that belongs to the individual that may ride him through your streets to-morrow... The system of Slavery, that I, in part, represent here this evening, is a system that strikes at the foundation of society, that strikes at the foundation of civil and political institutions… 
Slavery is a system that tears the husband from the wife, and the wife from the husband; that tears the child from the mother, and the sister from the brother; and tears asunder the…tenderest ties of nature... Slavery is a system that has its blood-hounds, its chains, negro-whips, its dungeons, and almost every instrument of cruelty that the human eye can look at; and all this for the purpose of keeping the Slave in subjection; all this for the its purpose of obliterating the mind, of crushing the intellect, and of annihilating the soul.”

Important Phrases: Which are the most important or powerful phrases in the speech? Choose three phrases.
Phrase 1: __________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Phrase 2:__________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Phrase 3:__________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Compare and Contrast (6-8 sentences)
Directions: Henry Highland Garnet and William Wells Brown were both former slaves and aggressive advocates for ending slavery in America. However, they each had a different view of slavery’s implications, particularly for those slaves still in bondage. 
Choose the speaker whose message you found to be the most convincing. Write a paragraph that argues your point of view in support of one of the speeches and refutes the arguments or assertions made in the other speech. It is important that you use evidence (quotes and ideas) taken directly from the two speeches. Clearly cite this evidence in your paragraph. (Use the ACE strategy if it helps!)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“The Ballot or the Bullet” Malcolm X (April 3, 1964)
“All of us have suffered here, in this country, political oppression at the hands of the white man, economic exploitation at the hands of the white man, and social degradation at the hands of the white man. Now in speaking like this, it doesn't mean that we're anti-white, but it does mean we're anti-exploitation, we're anti- degradation, we're anti-oppression. And if the white man doesn't want us to be anti- him, let him stop oppressing and exploiting and degrading us... If we don't do something real soon, I think you'll have to agree that we're going to be forced either to use the ballot or the bullet. It's one or the other in 1964. It isn't that time is running out -- time has run out! ... I'm speaking as a victim of this American system. And I see America through the eyes of the victim. I don't see any American dream; I see an American nightmare...So it's time in 1964 to wake up... let them know your eyes are open... It's got to be the ballot or the bullet. The ballot or the bullet. If you're afraid to use an expression like that, you should get on out of the country; you should get back in the cotton patch... “
Important Phrases: Which are the most important or powerful phrases in the speech? Choose three phrases.
Phrase 1: __________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Phrase 2:__________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Phrase 3:__________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
“Nonviolence: The Only Road to Freedom” Martin Luther King, Jr., (May 4, 1966)
...I am convinced that for practical as well as moral reasons, nonviolence offers the only road to freedom for my people. In violent warfare, one must be prepared to face ruthlessly the fact that there will be casualties by the thousands... Arguments that the American Negro is a part of a world which is two-thirds colored and that there will come a day when the oppressed people of color will rise together to throw off the yoke of white oppression are at least fifty years away from being relevant... This is no time for romantic illusions about freedom and empty philosophical debate. This is a time for action. What is needed is a strategy for change, a tactical program which will bring the Negro into the mainstream of American life as quickly as possible. So far, this has only been offered by the nonviolent movement... I must continue by faith or it is too great a burden to bear and violence, even in self-defense, creates more problems than it solves. Only a refusal to hate or kill can put an end to the chain of violence in the world and lead us toward a community where men can live together without fear. Our goal is to create a beloved community and this will require a qualitative change in our souls as well as a quantitative change in our lives...The nonviolent strategy has been to dramatize the evils of our society in such a way that pressure is brought to bear against those evils by the forces of good will in the community and change is produced...
Important Phrases: Which are the most important or powerful phrases in the speech? Choose three phrases.
Phrase 1: __________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Phrase 2:__________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Phrase 3:__________________________________________________________________________
Why is this phrase important or powerful? __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Compare and Contrast

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X were both very important leaders during America’s civil rights movement. However, they each saw a different way of improving the plight of America’s African-American population. This should be similar to your comparison of Henry Highland Garnet to William Wells Brown. 
Directions: Compare and contrast Malcolm X with Henry Highland Garnet. Use the Venn diagram to help you with your task.

